366             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Ye had seen streaming in the wind
Numerous rich and splendid banners
Most bravely flung in divers manners.                                     9,770
Ye had seen many sons of mothers,
And many families, nephews, brothers,
And many hauberks, coats of mail,
Men armed in every detail,
With gleaming sword and lance and pike
And spear (one never saw the like
In our grandfathers5 day of old),
And many a sturdy sergeant bold!
Ye had seen many a brave man ride,
And horses iron gray or pied,                                                   9>78o
And many a mule, and many a good
And valiant knight of fortitude.
I think they might have overthrown
The Turks, though forty to our one.
They moved on, passing as they rode
A stream of water fresh that flowed.
That first night of the march the host
In front of Blanchegarde disposed
Themselves: in God's own care they lay.                                9,789
'Twas Sunday 5 and there died that day              May 31 [June 7]
Within the host a gallant knight
And a brave sergeant by the bite
Or serpents, in a space of ground
So small 'twas less than two ells round.
Their souls be seen and heard by God,
For they died following His road!
THEY  CAMP AT  BETNUBLE
We dwelt for two days on this spot,
And on the third 2 once more set out                   June 2 [June 9]
In closely serried ranks, that had
2 The Itinerarium (p. 368) says the third day; that is, the fifth Ides of June
(June 9). This is confirmed by Beha ed Din (p. 34.1, where it should read 27 Jornada I
instead of 27 Rabia I).